  [image: KEVI – Northfield School for Girls – Educational excellence for our City]                                             [image: What is English? | Teaching: Leading Learning]
Welcome to year 7 English at Northfield School for Girls!
[bookmark: _GoBack]At King Edward VI Northfield School for Girls, you will study both English language and English literature, looking at many different novels, poems, plays, drama and non-fiction texts. In years 7, 8 and 9, you will also have a weekly Library lesson where you will be encouraged to read lots of books and complete online quizzes to win prizes for excellent reading. 
To get ready for your English lessons in year 7 – including some of the topics you will study in your first year - complete the activities below. You could bring in your work to show your English teacher in September!
	In year 7, you will start by exploring autobiography writing: this is when a writer writes a version of their life story. You will look at a few famous examples of autobiographies, including Roald Dahl’s Boy and Maya Angelou’s I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
[image: I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings: The international Classic and Sunday Times  Top Ten Bestseller (Virago Modern Classics): Amazon.co.uk: Angelou, Dr  Maya: 9780860685111: Books][image: Boy: Tales Of A Childhood | 9780141365534]Why not think about how you would write your life story so far below? Use the prompts to plan the chronological story of your life to plan your autobiography. Think about interesting words and language you could use to make your life so far sound interesting and exciting…


[image: ]
	[image: A Christmas Carol: (Puffin Classics) by Charles Dickens | WHSmith]In year 7, one of the books you will read and study is A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. You probably already know the story: you may have read it or seen a film or stage version. You will almost certainly know about its main character, Ebenezer Scrooge, a man who seems to hate Christmas and calls it a “humbug”. You may also know that, in the novel, Scrooge is visited by ghosts who convince him to change his ways so by the end, he loves Christmas and becomes a kind man. The first page of the book is printed below – complete the task, looking at how Charles Dickens, the author, ‘hooks’ the reader into the story.
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[image: ]
	In year 7, you will also study some of the work of probably the most famous writer in the English language, Mr William Shakespeare, a playwright from Stratford-upon-Avon in the midlands. You will learn about his life, times and the theatres that he wrote for in Elizabethan London. In year 7, you will look at a theme that features in several of Shakespeare’s plays… the supernatural. This means you will look at how Shakespeare presents witches, ghosts and even fairies in several of his famous plays. 
[image: The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Barnes &amp; Noble Leatherbound)  (Barnes &amp; Noble Leatherbound Classic Collection): Amazon.co.uk: William  Shakespeare: 9781435154476: Books]Why not research Shakespeare’s life, works and times by following the prompts below?
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A Christmas Carol — Stave | opening

Narrative hooks

How does Dickens HOOK the reader into the story?

Make notes on this sheet to help you to explain. Think about:
* setting

character

atmosphere

unusual events

language

« how he makes you want to know more.

Use the shaded words and phrases to help you with your comments, but
remember, you don’t have to rely on them and can add your own thoughts.
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E.g. opens with a really

Stave One: Marley’s Ghost / unusual statement.

There s no doubt whatever about that. The
register of his burial was signed by the clergyman, the clerk, the undertaker, and

the chief mourner. Scrooge signed it: and Scrooge’s name was good upon *Change,
for anything e chase to put i hand to. O Nartey wa as Gead as a Goor-nal.

Mind! I don’t mean to say that | know, of my own knowledge, what there is
particularl about a door-nail. | might have been inclined, myself, to regard
a as the deadest piece of ironmongery in the trade. But the wisdom of
our ancestors is in the simile; and my unhallowed hands shall not disturb it, or the

Counti‘s done for. You will therefore permit me to repeat, emphatically, that

Of course he did. How could it be otherwise? Scmi

and he were partners for | don’t know how many years. Scrooge was his
executor, his sole administrator, h assign, his sole residuary legatee, his
friend, and sole mourner. And even Scrooge was not so dreadfully cut up by the
sad event, but that he was an excellent man of business on the very day of the
funeral, and solemnised it with an undoubted bargain.

The mention of Marley’s brings me back to the point | started from. There

This must be distinctly understood, or nothing
wonderful can come of the story | am going to relate. If we were not perfectly
convinced that Hamlet’s Father died before the play began, there would be
nothing more remarkable in his taking a stroll at night, in an easterly wind, upon
his own ramparts, than there would be in any other middle-a tleman rashly
turning out after dark in a breezy spot - say Saint Paul’s ﬂfo{ instance -
literally to astonish his son’s weak mind.

Scrooge never painted out Old name. There it stood, years afterwards,
above the warehouse door: and Marley. The firm was known as
and Marley. Sometimes people new to the business called Scrooge , and

sometimes Marley, but he answered to both names: it was all the same to
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Research Shakespeare's life, times and works

Introduction to Shakespeare
Shakespeare’s life

Find out as much as you can about Shakespeare’s life:

* Where he was born o Where he died
e His family e His wife
* When he was born o His lover

*  When he died
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Shakespeare’ s works

« How many plays did he
write?

* Name five of them!
« How were they received?

« How were his plays
performed?

« Where were they
performed?

Shakespeare’s times

Find out as much as you can about what life was like when Shakespeare was alive.
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When were you born? Who is in your
family?

When did you start school? Do you like
school? Why or why not> What is your
best memory of school>

What is your earliest memory? What
other memories stand out from when
you were younger? When were your
brothers and sisters born?

What will you be doing this time next
year? What do you want to be when
you are older?

What s the best day out or holiday
you have ever had> How old were you
when you went there> Why did you
like it so much? What did you do?





